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“The Open Door” 
 

Winter magazine of Fairfield Methodist Church in th e Buxton Circuit. 
Church Web Site www.fairfieldmethodistchurch.org.uk  

 
Services are at 10:30am each Sunday plus a joint se rvice with St Peter’s 

here on the first Sunday and at St Peter’s on the t hird Sunday of the 
month both at 6pm. 

 
Superintendent Minister Rev J Colin Smith. 

Minister Rev A David Sanders. 
01298-27065 

 
Heavenly Father, we ask your blessing on our readers and our contributors to 

this magazine. May all our hearts be open to your holy, loving spirit. May 
nothing we do or say here ever cause a stumbling block to others, but may all 

our thoughts, and words, and prayers, and actions, serve to build your 
Kingdom here. In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
 
Word from the Editor . 
Welcome to the Autumn Edition of “The Open Door”. 
 
While it’s the Middle of August as I start to put this magazine together its by no 
means hot like it was in July. Who was it who said August would be even hotter 
than July?  
 
Our Church was full again last week to commemorate the life of John O’Gara. 
The service was a moving tribute to John, a person I can’t think about without 
remembering his twinkle and smile. John’s love for his family and his wife 
Peggy was an example to us all.  
 
I hope in the next edition of the magazine to have a proper tribute to John. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with Peggy and her family.  
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Dear Friends 

New Methodist Year     New Resolutions    Or Just Daydreams? 

How many times do we make a New Year resolution, and then forget it within 
days or hours? So many times these are but daydreams just to take us away 
from our humdrum situations for a while. 
 
A friend of mine recently brought tears to my eyes as he recounted one of 
his early daydreams-that came to be real. 
 
He was born in a caravan and his early years were an incredible struggle for 
his parents to make ends meet. On one occasion at the age of ten, his dad 
took him to London and he gazed through the walls outside Buckingham 
Palace thinking how grand it all was and how important the people who lived 
there must be. 
 
About eight years ago, he had lost his job, his house, his family and had 
£10.27 to his name. Early this year he was the guest of HRH Prince Charles at 
the Palace, and as he was driven through the gates, saw in his minds eye the 
poor broke kid that he was, standing at the same spot, and remembered his 
dad as he spoke to himself saying "Dad, I made it". He has done so much in 
his business activities and so much for charity especially the Princes Trust, 
that he received this honour, and all in less than eight years 
 
The late Bill Gowland told me once that within three weeks of arriving at 
Luton, he called a Trustees Meeting with one item on the agenda-a new 
church. This was achieved at absolutely no cost to the church 
 
When we make a resolution, we must have a burning desire to achieve it, an 
absolute determination to do so, and the action to go with it. As Christians, we 
also have His Power to achieve it if it is His Will for us. 
 
Discussions, ideas, plans are under way for Fairfield, and over these next few 
weeks we shall need the desire, the determination and the action to achieve 
them 
 
Yours in Excitement,  

David Sanders. 

 



Quarterly Magazine of Fairfield Methodist Church- W inter 06/07 

3 

 
 

A Prayer for Peace  

Lord grant us peace: 

Not the partial peace of silent guns 

But the fulfilled peace of lasting security. 

Not the uneasy peace of people under control, 

But the deep peace of justice experienced by all. 

Not the tense peace 

That wonders what will happen next, 

But the rich peace of nations, 

Tribes and people as one. 

Lord grant us peace, 

And create in the hearts of humankind 

A desire to see all people living in justice and safety. 

AMEN 

(A prayer found on the Internet shared by Joyce Lawton) 

 
Desert Island Discs - John Hayman 
 
The news that Kirsty Young is to succeed Sue Lawley as presenter of this long 
running BBC Radio 4 programme reminded me that I have been listening to it, 
on and off, for over forty years. 
 
Often bemused by Castaways’ choices of music it made me wonder what 
music I would take with me, in the highly unlikely event that the BBC will ever 
ask me. 
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Well certainly some Beethoven would be included, probably his Appassionata 
piano sonata which ends with the typical tour-de-force that only he could write.  
By way of contrast I would take Faure’s demure little gem of a Requiem which 
Mary and I sang in Buxton Choral Society back in 1973.  Then, because I love 
sparkling rhythmic piano, some Art Tatum, probably his rivetingly swinging 
version of ‘Tea for Two’.  I love British light music and would combine it with 
my enthusiasm for the cinema organ by taking the recording by that doyen of 
theatre organists, Simon Gledhill, playing Clive Richardson’s lovely little 
‘Melody on the Move’ on one of the Rolls-Royce of instruments, the Dickinson 
Kimbal in Philadelphia.   
 
Listening to the radio a few Sundays ago I came across another likely 
candidate. 
 
Whatever your opinion of David Mellor, the former politician and cabinet 
minister, there is no doubt that he is an accomplished music lover who 
presents an engaging  weekly programme on Classic FM, ‘If you like that, 
you’ll like this.....’                     With theme music sung by the magical ‘a 
capella’ Swingle Singers the programme features each week a composer 
chosen at random by computer and concentrates on their well known and not-
so-well known music.   
 
On this particular Sunday the computer had chosen Brahms and I fortunately 
had tuned in to an excerpt from his Requiem, ‘How Lovely are Thy Dwellings 
Fair’.  Brahms Requiem is unusual in that the traditional Catholic text is 
discarded in favour of German prose which happily translates into sensible 
English.  I had the great good fortune to sing this piece in a small choir when a 
teenager and the proud owner of a newly acquired bass voice, if not exactly 
‘basso profundo’ then certainly, well..er..basso, and came to realise what a 
beautiful piece of music it is.     
 
On hearing this piece again I immediately thought of Mary,  so prematurely 
and cruelly taken by wretched disease, and how she will now be amidst those 
‘...Dwellings Fair’ and decided this would be added to the list that I would take 
to my Desert Island. 
 
What music or prose would you take to your Desert Island?  Maybe our Editor 
would be interested to hear. Editor: Indeed I would. 
 
 
The views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributors and do not 

necessarily reflect the views of Fairfield Methodist Church 
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DO YOU REMEMBER ................? Edith Stanton 
 
The subject of memory has cropped up again; the BBC is running a project on 
Radio 4 and listeners are invited to take part - "on line" 
 
The lines I quoted in our last Newsletter: 
"Not how did he die ............... “ I had never seen in print. They just rose up in 
my memory, together with the occasion on which I had heard them, 75 years 
ago. Even stranger, when I quoted the lines to my sister (who had been with 
me on the occasion), she said that I had missed out two lines: 
 
"Not what was his church or what was his creed but did he befriend those 
really in need." Actually she HAD seen them in print all those years ago. 
Nevertheless I was amazed at her memory. Of course the rhyme and rhythm 
helps. Modern poetry without rhyme or regular metre does not stay in our 
memory intact - only the sense of it is recalled. 
 
I remember very clearly my infant school days. Morning assembly; 
handkerchief drill: 
On count one, take out your hankie. Count two, blow your nose, count three, 
put your hankie back in your pocket. Anyone without a hankie was given a 
square of rag (before the days of tissues), and this was a terrible humiliation. 
 
We had two seater desks, and the five year old sharing mine courted me with 
five slivers of coloured, scented, soap, arrayed out on our desk. (He was from 
a well-to-do family; we used all-purpose White Windsor). 
 
In Junior School we had a headmistress who taught us right from wrong. On 
one occasion a penny was missing from someone's pocket,and the whole 
school had to stand in assembly throughout the afternoon until somebody 
owned up. The message got across that stealing was a serious offence. 

Each morning in assembly we were told about a particular noble character in 
history whose birthday it was and we recited: 
 
"Lives of great men all remind us  
We can make our lives sublime; 
And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time." 
 
On other occasions we recited in unison: 
 
"Whether the weather be fine, 
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Or whether the weather be not, 
Whether the weather be cold, 
Or whether the weather be hot, 
We'll weather the weather, 
whatever the weather,  
Whether we like it or not' 

I should love to hear the childhood memories of others, especially the funny 
ones' 
 
Editors note: I would welcome your memories about your childhood. I would 
also be interested what you think about the recent Government edict that 
teachers in our schools must no longer teach the difference between right and 
wrong. 
 
Memories of times past 
 
You may recall in the last magazine Edith wrote about seeing the visitors to 
our Church from Stoke on Trent. The leader of the visitors was the Rev Keith 
Bamford who said that he thought two of his aunts Edna & Marion Gregory 
worshipped at Fairfield many years ago. This brought a response from Ken 
Lowndes who remembers the ladies very well but they actually worshipped at 
Buxton Church not here during Rev Austin Rees’s time in the circuit. Ken 
remembers they lived at Milton Court and supported the Women’s meetings 
held at Buxton and were well known to his late wife Megan. Thanks Ken. 
 
MIDWEEK FELLOWSHIP Joyce Lawton 

It was agreed at the Annual Meeting in May to hold the meetings twice a 
month on the second and fourth Wednesday at 2.30 pm. The following is the 
programme 
for the next session. 

13`" September Rev Colin Smith 

27th September “Tell me game. 

11th October Mr Robert Davies 

25th October “I found this interesting” 

8th November Rev David Hall 

22nd November “Beetle Game” 
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13th December Carols, Mince pies and Conversation  
 
During the year 2005/6 it was good to be able to distribute money that had 
been given in the weekly collection at the meetings, and the following amounts 
were made: 
 

Fairfield Methodist Church £49.00 
Women's Work            £49.00  
Blythe House             £45.00  
The Hawthorns            £45.00 
Cancer Research            £45.00  
Flower Fund             £4.00 

 
Total ........................ …………£237.00 

 
Each meeting commences with devotions followed by the activity for the 
afternoon, and after the closing hymn we enjoy a chat, cup of tea and biscuits.. 

 
NEW MEMBERS WILL BE VERY WELCOME! 

 
I am still ashamed of being British- Edith Stanton 
 
In a previous Newsletter I spoke of my shame at being British. Nothing has 
occurred since to alter that feeling. On the contrary, what has happened to the 
stiff upper lip in times of adversity? Losing a football match resulted in players 
"crying into their beer" As one reporter put it. Now, in a competitive game there 
has to be a winner and a loser. Personally I don't believe in competition; I think 
co-operation is the better way. But as everyone else does believe in its worth, 
surely it is stupid not to realise that everybody can't win, that someone must 
lose? 
And they all look so GRIM! Surely a game should be enjoyed? So it has to be 
the money factor, the love of which our bible tells us is the route of all evil. 
 
When the Middle East people see us as a Christian country, what do they hear 
and see? Binge drinking, drug trafficking, sex obsession football hooliganism, 
chewing gum, littered pavements. Other countries must not develop their 
weapons of mass destruction but we may drop our bombs on Iraq. Where is 
our Christian culture? What can we do as a committed minority to revive it? I 
am seriously concerned about this. 
 
I am impelled to end this negative diatribe on a cheerful, positive note. Hasn't 
the long-awaited Spring been wonderful? The Getliffes took me to a "Quiet 
Day" at Hollinsclough a few weeks ago, and of all the beauties of nature this 
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was the best ever: Golden fields as far as the eye could see; hawthorn 
blossom on the varied hillsides; wild flowers in the hedgerows and little 
lambs gambolling as in our childhood picture books. And the bird song - 
heavenly: 
 
THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

 
 
As a result of the conflict in the Middle East and especially in the Lebanon & 
Israel Rev Colin Smith gave a sermon on this and how we might pray. Colin's 
suggested that you may like to focus on praying for: 

INDIVIDUALS 
·  the resentment and fear felt by the people of all three countries 
·  those who are grieving for the dead 
·  those who are injured in mind or body and those who care for them 
·  the refugees, the hungry. and those who seek to help them 
·  the angry - who in their fury want revenge. 
·  those who are fighting this day 

POLITICAL 
·  the immediate need for an end to the fighting in the 

Lebanon and the firing of rockets into Israel 
·  peace in Gaza - which is presently occupied by Israeli forces 
·  the leaders of Lebanon, Israel and Palestine (where Hamas is the 

democratically elected government). 
·  the United Nations and the leaders of those countries who have 

influence at the UN and in the Middle East, including America. Britain, 
Iran and Syria. 

·  The need for a long-term, just settlement between Israel and Palestine. 
 
Audrey Evans hopes that the verse below helps those  in our Church who 

have recently lost a loved one. 
 

When I come to the end of the road 
and the sun has set for me 

I want no rites in a gloom filled room, 
why cry for a soul set free? 

Miss me a little - but not too long 
and not with your head bowed low. 
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Remember the love that we once shared. 
Miss me - but let me go. 

For this is a journey that we all must take 
And each must go alone. 

Its all a part of the Masters plan. 
A stewp on the road to home. 

When you are lonely and sick of heart 
Go to the friends we know 

And bury your sorrows in doing good deeds. 
Miss me -But let me go! 

Tuesday Club- Audrey Evans 
 
Our meetings begin again on September 5th with our speaker Rev Colin Smith. 
Other speakers have been booked for later dates. 
 
A special date for your diaries is 19th September when you are invited to ou 
Tuesday Club Coffee Evening. There will be a bring and buy stall and all 
money raised will be donated to a local charity. We ask for your support on the 
night or by donations please. 
 
Further details will be on our Church notice board. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
PHOTO GALLERY 
 
 

 
Our tabletop sale on the front of Buxton Methodist Church was a great success 
raising £316 for Church funds as well as being good fun for those who took 
part. 

Contributions for next edition required by 7th Nove mber 2006 please. 
 

Many members of our Church family are currently ill  or facing up to the 
loss of someone close to them. Please remember them  in your prayers  



Quarterly Magazine of Fairfield Methodist Church- W inter 06/07 

10 

   
 
Who are the above people looking formidable and what connection have they 
with our Church? 

   
 
Amongst the items given for sale at our table top sale were the photographs 
here. The photo above to the right is a photocopy of a photograph, which says 
“Fairfield Road Methodist Youth Club” circa 1950. Who are all the people? 
What is their connection to our Church? 
 

Future events 
 

Harvest Festival 2006 
Sunday 24th September 2006 

Dr Roy Jackson 10:30am, Tea 4:45pm, 
Rev Dr Keith Davies, Chair of District- 6pm Service. 

 
Church Council Meeting change of date 

Monday 23rd October 7pm 

 
Coffee Cakes & Cardigans 

Monday 30th October 2pm to 7pm 
“Andycrafts” designer knitwear at low prices 

 

Autumn Fair 
2pm Saturday 11th November 06 

Variety of stalls 
 

ALL WELCOME 


