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“The Open Door” 
 

Spring 2007 Magazine of Fairfield Methodist Church in the Buxton Circuit. 
 

Church Web Site www.fairfieldmethodistchurch.org.uk  
 

Services are at 10:30am each Sunday plus a joint se rvice with St Peter’s 
here on the first Sunday and at St Peter’s on the t hird Sunday of the 

month both at 6pm. 
 

Superintendent Minister Rev J Colin Smith. 
Minister Rev A David Sanders. 

01298-27065 
Heavenly Father, we ask your blessing on our readers and our contributors to 

this magazine. May all our hearts be open to your holy, loving spirit. May 
nothing we do or say here ever cause a stumbling block to others, but may all 

our thoughts, and words, and prayers, and actions, serve to build your 
Kingdom here. In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Word from the Editor . 
Welcome to the Spring 2007 Edition of “The Open Door”. Today as I start 
putting this magazine together it is a bright sunny day with a temperature given 
to rise to 10. A lot of my spring bedding plants and bulbs are in flower or close 
but only 3 days ago we had six inches of snow. I don’t know if it’s global 
warming or not but it doesn’t seem seasonal anymore. 
 
I hope you enjoy this magazine. 
 
Russell  e mail editor @fairfieldmethodistchurch.org.uk     
  Secretarial support provided by Mrs Edith Stanton. 
 
All articles published represent the personal view of the writer and not 
necessarily the views of Fairfield Methodist Church. 
Magazine available on line at www.fairfieldmethodistchurch.org.uk 



Quarterly Magazine of Fairfield Methodist Church- S pring 07 

2 

����������	
��
 
Gerrard Manley Hopkins, the poet, "resolved to be a religious" according to the 
entry in his diary displayed in the Oxford College library. His poem : 
"Nothing is so beautiful as Spring,  
When weeds in wheels shoot long and lovely and lush.  
Thrushes eggs look little low heavens  
While (bird) through the echoing timber doth so rinse and ring the ear,  
It strikes like lightening to hear him sing  
 
demonstrates some of the depths of the beauty of nature.  
In the days when animals could not be fed through the winter months due to 
inability to store food, fasting in Lent and prohibition of eating meat by the 
church ensured the more or less equal sharing of food between rich and poor, 
as well as being a lenten discipline.  
 
Religious commitment, the beauty of Nature and lenten discipline all come 
together at this time of year.  
 
The Scilly Islands farmers market their daffodils before Christmas, but further 
north, the blooms are ready much later. The southern slopes of Exmoor has 
the farmers lambing before Christmas, but up on the moor this is delayed until 
near Easter. We are here now seeing signs of Spring.  
 
What a wonderful Father who provides harvest and food at every stage 
throughout the year somewhere. Now we have transport facilities we can have 
food all the year round. 
  
John Wesley bemoaned the fact that some of his followers did not fast. The 
Muslims have Ramadan. IRA hunger strikers refused food and some died 
without it. What about a trial for us of it? An easy way to start would be to 
commence a 24 hour fast immediately after a cooked meal, and then have 
another immediately at the end, so in effect we only do without breakfast and 
lunch. Liquids must of course be taken as usual. and an extra cuppa does 
soothe the hunger pangs a bit...  
 
The other Means of Grace include Prayer, Sacraments, Bible Reading and 
Christian Fellowship.  
We thank the Creator for Natural Beauty, food and life. We thank the creator 
for the discipline of the Means of Grace. What about a period of deeper 
religious commitment?  
Yours in His Service.                       ����������	
�  
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Looking back to Christmas. Edith Stanton  

 
I have just come back from our morning carol service with a smile on my face. 
We have sung every verse of eight hymns in the way that years ago we had 
"Nine lessons and Carols". To-day we sang "While shepherds watched their 
flocks by night" to the tune of Lyngham, an "additional tune" at the end of the 
old Methodist Hymnal. I was pleased. It is such a joyful tune. However, we 
had not sung it for a long time, and, I suspect, some of us had never sung it! 
 

 "While shepherds wa-a-a-a-atched their flo-ocks by-y night, all seated on the 
ground, all see-ee-ee-ee-eeted on the ground." - You know the one? Come the 
last two lines and we all got confused with our glorias. Audrey tells me that it 
was because we had no male voices to take up the line as required by the 
music. I am not a singer, but: those of you who are and have sung in a choir 
will know how it should have been sung. 

Are we allowed to giggle in church? I almost did, but was deterred by a lovely 
soprano voice behind me. We were led by David Sanders in the pulpit, singing 
with great gusto and enthusiasm. When he could not reach the high notes he 

sang them an octave lower.  
 

Very sensible. Never-the less, it could have been a comedy turn on television.  
 

I think that John at the organ must have a lot of patience when he hears us 
contradicting the tune he is playing! 

 
When I first came to Buxton there was a mixed voice choir taking up the organ 
stalls (is that what they were called?), and conducted by Harry Redfern. On an 
occasion when we of the Young Wives group were called upon to occupy them 
for Ladies Sunday, a voice said "Sopranos over here please and altos over 
there" Now Gwen Mellor and I didn't know which we were and needed Alice 
Crookes to put us in our places, such was our ignorance. 
 
At that time my four year old daughter, greatly puzzled, asked why everybody 
was not singing the same! I am glad to report that she has since joined a choir 
and found out for herself! 
 
OUR DAY TRIP TO YORK by Audrey Evans  
 
We set off from home on the morning of 20th January 2007 to meet up with the 
rest of the group from our Church who were travelling by coach for a day in the 
lovely city of York. 
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Friends from Buxton Circuit Churches and other groups joined in the outing, and 
we all set off at 9.30.a.m. and enjoyed the journey, arriving in York at 
11.30.a.m. Then we all went our separate ways. Some folk went to the 
Railway Museum, some to the Minster or other places of interest, and some to 
the shops. 
 
Our group had gone especially to visit the Theatre Royal to see the Pantomime 
"Cinderella" at the afternoon matinee. What a good choice we had made, 
because it was a truly excellent show: bright family entertainment, beautiful 
costumes, and a very good cast who cheered us all up with their songs and 
acting and funny comedy slap-stick. 
 
For one member of our party it was extra special, as Joyce Lawton's 
granddaughter was playing the part of Principal Boy. Joyce must have felt 
very proud to see Anne Marie on stage, and I am sure Anne Marie was very 
pleased to have her much loved grandma in the audience. 
 
At the end of the panto there was just time for a quick drink before making our 
way to the place where our coach was waiting, and at 6.p.m we set off for our 
journey back to Buxton. 
 
Everyone was chatting about how they had spent their day, and all had enjoyed 
a lovely time. Although it had been quite cold and a bit damp at times, it had not 
spoilt our day, and our coach driver was excellent and got us all home safely. 
 
Our thanks are due to Joyce who made all the arrangements for the 
pantomime booking and to Kath Wharton who booked the coach. We all had a 
wonderful time on our day trip to York. When's the next one? 
 
The Wall - Russell Baker  
 
Everyone myself included thought that after re roofing our Church two years 
ago the problem of water getting into our Church was solved. Unfortunately as 
anyone who has been into Church will know, that is not the case, but why. 
 
Three separate examinations have shown that the reroofing was successful 
and there is now no water getting into the Church through the roof and we 
have a new problem .  
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You will be aware that the outside wall of the flats above our Church roof as 
shown above, becomes the inside wall at the back of our Church. What we 
believe is happening is that rainwater is getting into the flats wall or even 
getting under the flats tiled roof and travelling down the wall. 
 
This is normal, but what should happen is that there should be a sealed cavity 
tray inside the wall to catch such water and return it outside. That is where we 
believe the problem lies and the water is not being returned outside but 
travelling down the wall until it can find a way out unfortunately on the back 
wall of our Church.  
 
To solve the problem our experts believe that the existing (faulty) cavity tray in 
the Housing Association flats wall should be replaced. Doing this will unseal 
part of our roof. There are obviously cost implications in taking this action 
including building costs, roofing repairs and Consultant fees.  
 
What we are currently doing is to get the owners of the flats, Jonnie Johnson 
Housing Association to accept responsibility for this. Before they will consider it 
they have asked for a report from a professional engineer with costings.  
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We anticipated this and are very lucky to have Trevor Gilman who is a 
Chartered Engineer and expert, living locally, leading on this for us. He is 
preparing a costed report. 
 
When Jonnie Johnson receives this costed report they will consider it but of 
course they are not affected by the problem it is only our Church who has the 
problem.  
 
Where financial responsibility for all this lies is still to be determined but it is 
fairly complicated issue linked to the lease document agreed many years ago. 
Further information will be given as it becomes available. 
 
 
MARKING EXAM  PAPERS IN A CATHOLIC SCHOOL IN USA  
 
Can you imagine yourself to be the nun that is sitting at her desk  
marking these papers all the while trying to keep a straight face and maintain 
her composure! Pay special attention to the wording and spelling. If you know 
the bible even a little, you'll find this hilarious! 
 
It comes from a catholic elementary school test. Children were asked 
questions about the old and new testaments. The following statements about 
the bible were written by children. They have not been retouched or corrected. 
Incorrect spelling has been left in. 
 
1. IN THE FIRST BOOK OF THE BIBLE, GUINESSIS. GOD GOT TIRED OF 
CREATING THE WORLD SO HE TOOK THE SABBATH OFF. 
 
2. ADAM AND EVE WERE CREATED FROM AN APPLE TREE. NOAH'S 
WIFE WAS JOAN OF ARK. NOAH BUILT AND ARK AND THE ANIMALS 
CAME ON IN PEARS. 
 
3. LOTS WIFE WAS A PILLAR OF SALT DURING THE DAY, BUT A BALL OF 
FIRE DURING THE NIGHT. 
 
4. THE JEWS WERE A PROUD PEOPLE AND THROUGHOUT HISTORY 
THEY HAD TROUBLE WITH UNSYMPATHETIC GENITALS. 
 
5. SAMPSON WAS A STRONGMAN WHO LET HIMSELF BE LED ASTRAY 
BY A   JEZEBEL LIKE DELILAH. 
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Circuit Youth News from Glynis Taylor. 
 
I thought you might be interested to hear about a ‘ newish’ approach for use with 

children and young people…  

 

Godly Play 
 
It is often difficult to introduce children to a feeling a spirituality in the context of 

a Sunday Club or mid-week activities. Also if ever this is achieved it seems a 

bit hit and miss and how do we follow it up etc. 

 

It was with delight then that I was introduced to ‘Godly Play’. Although I admit 

from the outset I am a beginner it seems to be a valuable way of facilitating 

religious education. 

The approach is based on the Montessori tradition of teaching and is promoted 

by Jerome Berryman. Godly Play is a method of telling Bible stories, or 

presenting parables or lessons about traditions, with 3 dimensional materials. 

It invites listeners into the stories and encourages them to connect with 

personal experience. It also encourages children to consider faith and belief 

through wondering and open-ended questions. The Godly play room is treated 

as ‘sacred space’. A ‘doorkeeper’ waits at the door to greet the children and 

help each one enter the room quietly. A Bible story is presented using Godly 

play materials. Then each child chooses whether to respond to the story with 

art materials or play. The activity session is followed by ‘the feast’ a simple 

sharing of fruit , biscuits and a drink. Finally the children move out from the 

Godly play space into the outside world. 

It was with some wondering myself that I tried my first Godly play session with 

a group of children at Buxton but was pleased that they responded thoughtfully 

and with interest to the approach.  
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If you would like to know more there are regular training courses available and 

a useful website www.godlyplay.org.uk  

 

 

 

Mrs Marion Riley 1913-2006 
 
A service of thanksgiving for the life of our oldest member Marion 
Riley was held in our Church on the 21st December 06.  
 
Following this I received a card for the members & friends of the 
Church with a generous donation from Helen Riley Marion’s 
daughter which said: 
 
“Thank you for all the love and support shown to both her and dad 
during their years in Buxton. Church services, meetings and events 
always gave mum a framework and a pattern around which to build 
her life and helped keep her mind active and alert to the end. 
 
The donation is from the family in appreciation of your love and care” 
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Do you know your hymns 
 
Dentist's Hymn................ ...... Crown Him with Many Crowns 
 Weatherman's Hymn..................There Shall Be Showers of Blessings 
  Builder’s Hymn......................The Church's One Foundation 
  The Tailor's Hymn......................Holy, Holy, Holy 
  The Golfer's Hymn..................... There's a Green Hill Far Away 
  The Politician's Hymn............... . Standing on the Promises 
  Optician's Hymn....................Open My Eyes That I Might See 
  The Taxman’s Hymn................I Surrender All 
  The Gossip's Hymn.....................Pass It On 
  The Electrician's Hymn............. . Send The Light 
  The Shopper's Hymn.................. . Sweet Bye and Bye 
  The Estate Agent’s Hymn..................... I've Got a Mansion, Just Over the 
Hilltop 
  The Massage Therapists Hymn.... He Touched Me 
  The Doctor's Hymn....................... The Great Physician 
 
  
 AND for those who speed on the highway - a few hymns: 
 
  45mph....................God Will Take Care of You 
 
  65mph...................Nearer My God To Thee 
 
  85mph...................This World Is Not My Home  
 
  95mph...................Lord, I'm Coming Home 
 
  100mph..................Precious Memories 
 
  “Give me a sense of humour, Lord, 
  Give me the grace to see a joke, 
  To get some humour out of life, 
  And pass it on to other folk.” 
 
HYMNS AND PSALMS. Edith Stanton  
 
I wonder if anyone else experiences the same questioning as I do when 
singing hymns in church? Often the verses in some hymns are couched in 
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words that are no longer meaningful in, this age. For Instance, "Put our 
enemies to flight" Who are our enemies? As far as I know, I don't have any: 
And surely we are asked by Jesus to forgive our enemies. 
 
On Advent Sunday we sang "Lord, save the world” (425) and the significance 
of the words in the third verse stayed in my mind throughout the hymn: 

"What skill and science slowly gain. 
 Is soon to evil ends betrayed." 

 
In modern parlance, the writer had "hit the nail on the head". 
 
I think it might better serve the purpose of helping to "build the Kingdom on 
earth" if we used the modem hymns more, especially the Pratt Green ones., of 
which there are many in our hymnal, for all occasions. I don't mean the happy-
clappy choruses, but the ones by 20th century writers, Fred Kaan, Brian 
Wren, Albert F.Bayly, Caryl Micklem, whose words must speak to the younger 
generations more purposefully 
 
I am daring to suggest that perhaps Fred Pratt Green given the chance, could 
serve Christianity in the 21st century as Charles Wesley did in the 18th 
century. 
 
Editors note: Well do you agree or disagree with what Edith has to say. We 
would like to know. 
 
More Catholic school test results 
 
6. SAMSON SLAYED THE PHILISTINES WITH THE AXE OF THE 
APOSTLES. 
 
7. MOSES LED THE JEWS TO THE RED SEA WHERE THEY MADE     
UNLEAVENED BREAD WHICH IS BREAD WITHOUT ANY INGREDIENTS. 
 
8, THE EGYPTIANS WERE ALL DROWNED IN THE DESSERT. 
AFTERWARDS, MOSES WENT UP TO MOUNT CYANIDE TO GET THE 
TEN COMMANDMENTS. 
 
9. THE FIRST COMMANDMENTS WAS WHEN EVE TOLD ADAM TO EAT 
THE APPLE. 
 
10. THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT IS THOU SHALT NOT ADMIT 
ADULTERY. 
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11. MOSES DIED BEFORE HE EVER REACHED CANADA. THEN JOSHUA 
LED THE HEBREWS IN THE BATTLE OF GERITOL. 
 
 
Fellowship by Edith Stanton 
 
I want to express my appreciation of the warm fellowship in our church and the 
spiritual guidance we receive from the pulpit. However, the attendance for 
worship has become so sparse recently that its influence will sadly decrease. 
 
We had two excellent services on 4th February, with inspiring sermons from 
Colin Smith and Audrey Getliffe respectively. We were reminded that the Christi-
an message can be spread by each individual in his/her daily life, (without 
collaring strangers in the street and preaching at them :) 
 
Little opportunities occur for us to love our neighbours into the faith rather 
than threaten them. That word comes to my mind because I have a memory of 
travelling to work, when a teenager, in the tramcar opposite a lady with a grim 
face and an attache case on her lap bearing the words "The wages of sin is 
death". 
 
It is a daunting thought that, in our daily lives, we can influence each other for 
good or ill by the words we use and the actions we take. 
 
There is to be a meeting at the Buxton Church to discuss the idea of small 
group meetings. In view of our diminishing numbers, I look forward to this as 
a useful step. 
 
More School results 
 
12. THE GREATEST MIRICLE IN THE BIBLE IS WHEN JOSHUA TOLD 
HIS SON TO STAND STILL AND HE OBEYED HIM. 
 
13. DAVID WAS A HEBREW KING WHO WAS SKILLED AT PLAYING 
THE LIAR. HE FOUGHT THE FINKELSTEINS, A RACE OF PEOPLE WHO 
LIVED IN BIBLICAL TIMES. 
 
14.SOLOMON, ONE OF DAVIDS SONS, HAD 300 WIVES AND 700 
PORCUPINES. 
 
15. WHEN MARY HEARD SHE WAS THE MOTHER OF JESUS, SHE 
SANG THE MAGNA CARTA. 
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16. WHEN THE THREE WISE GUYS FROM THE EAST SIDE ARRIVED 
THEY FOUND JESUS IN THE MANAGER. 
 
17. JESUS WAS BORN BECAUSE MARY HAD AN IMMACULATE 
CONTRAPTION. 
 
18. ST. JOHN THE BLACKSMITH DUMPED WATER ON HIS HEAD. 
 
19. JESUS EXPLANED THE GOLDEN RULE, WHICH SAYS TO DO 
UNTO OTHERS BEFORE THEY DO ONE TO YOU. HE ALSO 
EXPLAINED A MAN DOTH NOT LIVE BY SWEAT ALONE. 
 
20. IT WAS A MIRICLE WHEN JESUS ROSE FROM THE DEAD AND 
MANAGED TO GET THE TOMBSTONE OFF THE ENTRANCE. 
 
21. THE PEOPLE WHO FOLLOWED THE LORD WERE CALLED THE 12 
DECIBELS. 
 
22. THE EPISTELS WERE THE WIVES OF THE APOSTLES. 
 
23. ONE OF THE OPPOSSUMS WAS ST. MATTHEW WHO WAS ALSO A 
TAXIMAN. 
 
24 ST. PAUL CAVORTED TO CHRISTIANITY, HE PREACHED HOLY 
ACRIMONY WHICH IS ANOTHER NAME FOR MARRAIGE. 
 
25. CHRISTIANS HAVE ONLY ONE SPOUSE. THIS IS CALLED 
MONOTONY. 
 
 
Collectors wanted for Christian Aid Week-Joyce Lawton 
 
House to house collectors are urgently needed for Christian Aid 
Week which starts on Sunday 13th May. Last year over £700 was 
collected for this essential charity. Please contact Mrs Joyce Lawton 
on Buxton 26539. Thank you. 
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SPECIAL DATES FOR YOUR DIARY.  
 
Churches together in Buxton 
 
A series of Lent Lunches will be held at St Anne’s Church Centre, Bath Road, 
Buxton throughout Lent starting on Wednesday 21st February from 12;15pm to 
1;30pm. Cost £2 in aid of Christian Charities. 
 
Coffee Groups from 26th February each Monday Evening and Tuesday 
Afternoon. Further details from Audrey Getliffe 01298 78394 

 
April 16th 2007: Our Church Rally, 2.30.p.m. Speaker: Rev. Colin Smith. 
Hymns of Charles Wesley and celebrating his 300th anniversary. Light 
refreshments will be served after the meeting. 

 
Note: We will require contributions towards the tea and help in preparing and 
serving the food. So, ladies and gentlemen please RALLY round. 
 
May 14th 2007. Easter Offering Dedication Service will be at Earl Sterndale 
Methodist Church and the Speaker will be Rev.Alison  Cox , the Service begins 
at 7.30.p.m. 
 
TUESDAY CLUB.   
 
Our meetings begin on 6th February and we hope to continue on t:he first and 
third Tuesdays of each month until May 2007. All ladies are welcome to join us 
and will find friendship and an opportunity to enjoy sharing in the events that are 
arranged in the next few months. 
 
CHURCH ANNIVERSARY 2007 
 
Will be held in our Church on 13th May. Preacher at both services Mrs Mavis 
Holmes. Anniversary Tea at 4:45pm.      ALL WELCOME 
 
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS. 
 
Will you all please remember all connected with our Church who are ill and 
their families especially Peggy O'Gara & Mary Percival.  Peggy is still in 
Stepping Hill Hospital after her severe stroke. We really do miss her at our 
meetings and also at our Church services. Mary Percival, who is now 93, has 
had a fall at her home and we hope she is on the way to recovery. 


